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The VTCT Skills Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Hairdressing is a technical level qualification that provides 
you with the knowledge, understanding and skills to work as an employed and/or self-employed 
hairdresser able to work on hair combining a variety of different technical skills.  

Subject specific entry requirements: 

 There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification, however, GCSE 
examinations must be completed for all subjects taken at KS4. 

 Students are expected to complete taster sessions in Aspirations hairdressing salon prior 
to acceptance onto the course.  

 
What skills are required of students? 
Students must be highly motivated and have good communication skills in order to 
communicate with clients and colleagues.  Students must be able to work as part of a team and 
independently when required.  Students will need to be prepared to stay until 7 pm twice a 
week in order to build up a clientele base and complete assessments within our hairdressing 
salon. Students are also required to carry out work experience 1 day a week. 

 
Course content:  

This qualification is based on the national occupational standards for hairdressing and 
includes all the required elements to work effectively as a senior hairdresser/stylist. Learners will 
cover: 

 Health and safety in the salon 
 Hairdressing consultation 
 Hair cutting services 
 Hair colouring services 
 Setting and dressing services 
 Blow- drying and finishing services 

 

Throughout this qualification, learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of 
relevant anatomy and physiology and health and safety. They will also develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to consult with clients, provide a range of cutting and colouring 
services, and set, dress and finish the hair. In parallel, learners will develop their communication 
and customer service skills, their awareness of environmental sustainability and their 
commercial skills, all of which are valued highly by employers. Problem solving and research 
skills will also be developed. 

 

 



Assessment and Grading:  

To be awarded this qualification, learners must successfully achieve the following mandatory 
units: 

- Creatively style and dress hair 

- Creatively cut hair using a combination of techniques 

- Creatively colour and lighten hair 

- Provide client consultation services 

You will then be able to select a minimum of two optional units from a range of 10 units which 
includes: cut men’s; create a variety of permed effects; hair colour correction services. 

Assessment is set, marked and internally quality assured by the centre to clearly demonstrate  
achievement of the learning outcomes. Assessment is sampled by VTCT Skills external quality 
assurers. Externally assessed question papers completed electronically will be set and marked 
by VTCT Skills. 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Learners who achieve this qualification are eligible to become a State Registered 
Hairdresser (SRH) with The Hair Council. As a senior hairdresser/stylist, learners could 
progress directly into employment in a variety of contexts, which include:- 

Commercial salons 
Specialist African type hair salons 
Independent/self-employed/mobile/home-    
based settings 
Television, film, theatre and media 

 Armed services 
 HM prison service 
 Cruise liners 
 Hospitals/care homes 

 

Whilst the primary purpose of this qualification is to prepare learners for employment, learners 
may choose to develop their knowledge and skills further by completing a specialist qualification 
at Level 4 in one or more of the following areas: 

Salon management 
Hair colour correction 
 

Specialist hair and scalp services 
Advanced hair styling 
 

 


